(1) Tubercle bacilli in discharge. Stained by picro-fuchsin method.
(2) Acid-fast bacilli in dischatge, simulating Bacillus tuberculosis.
(3) Acid-fast bacilli in atrophic rhinitis. (4) Giant cells of tuberculoma. (5) Giant cells of non-tubercular granuloma.
The Clinical Aspect of Tubercular Disease of the Ear. By A. LOGAN TURNER, M.D.
FIFTY-ONE children, during a period Df eight years, under the age of 15, with discharge from one or both ears, in which there was evidence, direct or indirect, to lead to the conclusion that the middle-ear disease was tuberculous. During same period, aged under 15, there were 1,797 cases of middle-ear suppuration, therefore 2 per cent. were tuberculous. As 48 of the tuberculous cases were aged under 5, and there were 505 MH-22 cases of middle-ear suppuration under that age, 9 per cent. were tuberculous. In 43, or 84 per cent.,-disease commenced in the first year of life. ( The question of tuberculosis in the child's family, or elsewhere in the child, was not as a rule inquired into in a thorough manner. There are a few isolated facts: In three cases the mother was dying of pulmonary tuberculosis; in one case the father had pulmonary tuberculosis; in one case a brother had Pott's disease; in one case a twin had ear disease and tuberculous meningitis; in one case the child had pulmonary tuberculosis; in one case there was lupus of soft palate and pharynx.
Facial Paralysis.-Present in 23, or 45 per cent.
Concomitant Afffection of the Labyrinth.-Approximately determined in the 35 cases operated upon, labyrinth destroyed in whole or in part in 8, or 22 per cent. The outer labyrinth wall showed changes in 11 others-e.g., erosion, pitting, softening of bone, and some of these may later have developed destruction of labyrinth. Tuberculous Meningitis.-Four died of tuberculous meningitis-i.e., 7 per cent.-two after the mastoid operation, two without operation.
Pathological Findings in the 35 Cases operated upon.-Definite evidence of tubercle sought for in 17 cases-I, inoculation of guinea-pig and development of general tuberculosis; 2, tubercle bacilli in the ear discharge; 14, giant cell systems and caseation in the granulations (in one of these tuberculous adenoids). Sequestra (45 per cent.), carious bone (48 per cent.), granulations, and caseous material common. In no case was cholesteatoma found.
